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Abstract

Playful Cinema: A Mechanism for Supporting Free Circulation of Creative
Works by Individuals on the Internet

The objective of this research is to extend the Internet to be a place for free creative
productions by setting up a mechanism for opuses by individuals to circulate widely.

Popularization of digital still cameras, camcorders and camera-equipped cellular phones,
and affordability of editor software for audio/visual and improvements in their usability
have made it possible for many people to participate in production of creative works
such as recording their daily activities and thoughts and publishing them. Such opuses
by general people are called minor works in this research.

Today’s mass media do not allow minor works to circulate easily over the major mar-
kets. Mass media, because of their limited transmission channels, necessitate deselection
of their contents. Alternatives to mass media include many-channeled cable TVs and
World Wide Web. However, these media are often divided by genres, which makes no
difference for the producers of minor works in that their markets are limited.

This research proposes playful cinema, a new medium, to solve this problem. A playful
cinema is a combination of individuals’ works with multiple viewpoints, which is formed
as it is transferred. A playful cinema has characteristics of both theater plays and
cinemas. It is defined to satisfy the following properties:

Property 1: It rapidly transfers creative works.
Property 2: Its producers and consumers are easily interchangeable.

Property 3: Its content changes easily, and different contents are transmitted according

to interactions between producers and consumers or among consumers.

A playful cinema is transmitted over the channels among acquaintances, based on the
small-world hypothesis.

To verify the effectiveness of playful cinemas, the author has planned an experiment
which will take place in the project to communicate and preserve local cultures. In the
experiment, it is planned that propagation of minor works, degrees of their changes,
satisfaction of the users and so forth, will be measured. Also, the author is clarifying
the superiority of her approach against existing media.

To perform these verifications and to deploy this solution, the author has developed an
instant-messaging system which realizes playful cinemas. This system extends XMPP
(Extensible Messaging and Presence Protocol)[2, 3], an open and extensible protocol, to
transmit hyper-text documents over channels among acquaintances.

Future works include actually performing experiments, and improving the usability of

software by implementing searching and rendezvous based on real-space information.
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