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Abstract of Mater’s Thesis  Academic year 1999

Empowerment for self expression on the Internet
O Case study on “Networking” formed by ordinary individuals

The purpose of this research is to clarify that ordinary individuals have potential for
expressing themselves on the Internet, which is new medium for interpersonal
communication. It's been difficult for an ordinary individual to express oneself or
express opinions as “The person” because the social hierarchy has treated them as
number, not as unique characteristics .

This research also explore how an ordinary individual get empowered to perform self
expression on the Internet by doing survey on not only Computer-Mediated
Communication study but analyzing examples of personal web-sites and visitor’s
action.

Also the interviews to web-site owners are done.

The selected examples are divided to three types of individual’s action; success in
expressing oneself by personal Web-site, participation in ready community, and
forming network among hyper-linked web-sites and “inter-site” BBS. | also produced a
web-site to examine the process of becoming a part of network community.

Through these analysis and survey, it is proved that the Internet and community
empower individuals to express themselves and the common element of both is
“networking”.

Thus, an individual will have power for self-expression by linked to others on the

Internet.

Keywords
L.Inter-site community 2. individual 3. self-expression 4. empowerment

5.Internet

Graduate School of Media and Governance, Keio University
Akiko ORITA
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