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Abstract of Master"s Thesis

Academic Year 2000

Research of Architecture for Copyright Management on the Internet

The Internet has achieved a global environment of sharing information, which has made
every individual manage his/her own copyright. At the same time, the growth of business
using this digital network has been drastic, making copyright management on the Internet
extremely complicated. However, a global architecture for copyright management on the

Internet is at the stage of reaching the solution.

In this research, we have focused on the following 3 points as problems of copyright
management on the Internet; (1)Copyright information is not shown to users, (2)Terms could
not be executed, (3)Management of rights is complicated. The Placement of these
problems has been clear by dividing copyright management into 3 stages; preparation before
distribution, distribution on the Internet and use after distribution. Based on the
requirements extracted from this analysis, we established and proposed a copyright
management model, which is suitable for the global environment - the Internet.

In this model, abstraction of copyright information based on international copyright
treaties and private contracts enabled authors to attach the copyright information to any
object on the Internet and make it referred from any place at any time. It also enabled

the interpretation and execution of terms by system.

We have applied this system to School of Internet (SOI), which is a project providing
lectures on the Internet for the research of higher education model on the Internet. The

result of this operation has proved effectiveness of this model.

Keyword:

1.copyright management, 2.the Internet, 3.abstraction of copyright information,

4.copyright information transfer protocol

Keio University Graduate School of Media and Governance

Yoko Murakami
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