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Abstract of Master Thesis (2002 Academic Yeary)
Inter-Student Cross Evaluation of Assignments
Through the Use of Web and Email

In courses of higher education such as those offered at universities,the assignments given out in class by the teachers
play an importantrole in measuring the degree of acheviement of the subject at hand. At the same time, such assignments also
serve to highten the students abilities in regards to the class.

In general, the students degree of acheivement in an university class is calculated by measuring many factors, including
assignments, according to the individual standards of the various teachers. However very little information can be derived
from these calculations on the students part, and it is difficult for them to find the hints necessary to improve their skills.

With these facts in mind, this research has designed a cross evaluation system thereby creating an environment where
students can obtain the necessary information to hand in better quality assignments. To explain further, by having each
assignment evaluated by another student who is taking the same course, a cross evaluation of assignments by all the
participating students occurs. The system made use of Web and Email becuase of the higher ability to maintain anonymity and
handle scale in comparison with paper based media. A preliminary experiment using the system was held in an university
class where regular reports were required as assignments. As a result a large possibility was shown that cross evaluation had
a positive effect on student assignments as an information providing factor. However at the same time, a possibility was also
seen that cross evaluation could have negative effects on the progress of the course designed by the professor. From here this
research held its main experiment using two separate classes in which the same course was being taught. One of the classes
was taught using the system to do cross evaluations while to create a comparison the other was taught without using the
system and did not do cross evaluations. In this experiment the goal was to evaluate the following three hypothoses which
arose from the preliminary experiment;

Hypothosisl :Cross evaluation using the system in question does not exert enough of a negative effect as to be
detrimental to the progress of the course as designed by the professor.

Hypothesis2 :The "feedback from others" obtained through this system had positive effects on the actual content of the
assignments handed in as well as the attitude with which each of the students undertook to accomplish them.

Hypothesis3 :The "feedback from ones self" obtained through this system had positive effects on the actual content of the
assignments handed in as well as attitude with which each of the students undertook to accomplish them.

Evaluation was carriedof the out by querring the students using a questionaire, interviewing the professor running the
course used in the experiment and analyzing the grades given to the assignments in question. As a result, hypothosis 1 was
supported. In regards to hypotheses 2 and 3, though no objective evidence was found to support each of the hypotheses
individually, subjective evidence on part of the questionaire found the students stating cross evaluation using the system to be
beneficial for study due to each of the factors stated in hypotheses 2 and 3. Furthermore, through interviewing the professor
and analysis of the grades, it was found that the overall quality of work was higher in the class using the system to do cross
evaluations in comparison to the class not doing cross evaluations. From this, in can be inferred that the use of this system for

cross evaluation of assignments amoung students was effective in raising the over all quality of assignments handed in.

Keyword
1. University Course 2. Evaluation (Estimation and Grading)
3. Peer Review 4. Internet Application (Web, Email)

5. Cooperative/Colaborative Learning
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