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Abstract of Bachelor’s Thesis Academic Year 2005

Burari-Navi: An Encounter-Oriented Navigation System

In this paper, we propose, ”Burari-Navi” which is a navigation system to pull out a potential
desire of users who do not have an explicit desire to do something at the time and discuss the
design and implementation of the system.

Existing navigation systems require aggressive inputs such as a list of keywords and cate-
gories. For that reason, these systems can not offer a proper service to users with no explicit
purpose. Common expressions of places do not match the user. Narrowing down the focus
decreases an opportunity for the user to find an interesting place. An intuitive expression of
places and showing large number of choices is necessary to solve these problems.

In this research, we have designed and implemented an Encounter-Oriented Navigation
System, called ”Burari-Navi”. Burari-Navi is a new navigation system which enhances the
user’s chance to find out where they want to go. Burari-Navi offers attractive choices as
many as possible with a simple user interface implemented on a portable device. Burari-Navi
eliminates the element of purpose from user interface and solves the problems of existing
navigation system by two new functions. One is an information-searching function which can
search out the encounter with variety of places to go speedy and intuitively. Another is an
extraction function which actualizes the encounter by extracting the best places to go from
all the alternatives user has gotten. We designed ”Burari-Navi” and implemented that user-

interface ” Burari-Viewer” to demonstrate the effectiveness of the system.

Hidetoshi Tokuda

Fuculty of Environmental Information

Keio University
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