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Abstract of Bachelor’s Thesis

Academic Year 2007

Amigo: An On-demand Distance Education System to Share

Annotations Along with the Lecture Time lines

Summary

This research aims to improve the communications on on-demand distance education
systems, where the lecturer and students do not share the time and place. In order to
improve the communications among the lecturers and students, I implemented Amigo,
an on-demand distance education system that shares annotations such as questions,
answers, comments, and responses occurred by lecturers and students during a lecture.
These annotations are shared along with the lecture time lines, so that a student
viewing an on-demand lecture can also view the annotations along with the videos.

The on-demand distance education using the Internet is introduced widely, since it
allows students to attend lectures anytime and anywhere. Generally, students view
a lecture video archived on the Internet, and the lecturers and students do not share
the time and space in the on-demand lectures. This causes lack of communications as
the communications between the lecture and the students and among the students are
difficult to be shared.

This research proposed, designed, and implemented an on-demand distance edu-
cation system called Amigo to share the communications currently lacking in an on-
demand lecture. This tool enables to share annotations, automatically associating with
the lecture time lines. I conducted an experiment in a lecture done in Keio Univer-
sity, Shonan Fujisawa Campus, and collected questionnaires afterwards to verify the
feasibility of Amigo system. As result, Amigo was proved to be effective in solving the
communication difficulties in on-demand lectures.

Through this research, communication difficulties among the lecturers and the stu-
dents in on-demand lectures were solved. The research result can contribute to the
increase of students’ motivations and understandings of their studies.

Keywords :
1. Distance Education, 2. On-demand Lecture, 3. Annotation, 4. Time line

Faculty of Policy Management, Keio University
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