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Abstract of Bachelor’s Thesis

Academic Year 2011

Designing a new medium for the families with the Internet

At modern society, it is an important task to resolute isolation and promote communi-
cation among family for a healthy life. The Japanese society has moved to information
society through rapid economic growth after World War I1. Then, people can get a lot of
information and select them freely with Information Communication Technology (ITC).
ITC made people has enabled to create their original network in a virtual space and
extend their own real social network to a virtual space. But these changes also has
caused personalization in modern nuclear family. Personalization makes a connection
among family weaker and has a possibility of serious isolation. For instanse, problems
about isolation of family are domestic violence and shortfall in human resources on
care for old people or children.

In this research, we propose “KURASHI medium” about a problem of isolation
among family in the Internet age. “KURASHI medium” is a new medium for a design
(finding a problem and solving it). In detail, it has three tools using the Internet.

At first, we did problem finding about a relation between social media and modern
families. Social media is a type of medium for social interaction with web services and it
is promoted all over the world rapidly. Then, we made two tools for social investigation
and analysis with social media. These are “SHISHAMO” and “KOSHIAN”. With these
tools, we analyzed the users of social media. In concrete, we analyzed how to connect
families on Facebook and observation about the state of dining tables with Twitter.
At a result, we found a problem that existing social media can’t protect isolation of
the families.

For solving the problem, we proposed “Fu-ring”, which is a new communication
tool for the family. Fu-ring is composed by Instant Messenger system (IM) and ”a
wind chime” device distributed at home. Fu-ring detects one’s presence using sound
level with a microphone and share it among families with XMPP network. We had
experiments for three times with Fu-ring for verifying its usefulness.

KURASHI medium found the present problem about the Internet and modern fam-
ilies and it made clear that Fu-ring system is available for solving its problem.

Keywords :

1. Internet, 2. Family sociology, 3. Social medium, 4. communication

Keio University , Faculty of Policy Management

Miyuki Ozawa
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<body>Please install Fu-ring plug-in.</body>

<x xmlns="http://www.media-art-online.org/fu_ring/">
<presence>true</presence>

</x>
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try {
/70000000000
serialPort = (SerialPort) portId.open(this.getClass().getName(),
TIME_QUT);

/7 0000000000000000

serialPort.setSerialPortParams (DATA_RATE,
SerialPort .DATABITS_S8,
SerialPort.STOPBITS_1,
SerialPort.PARITY_NONE) ;

/700000000
_output = serialPort.getOutputStream();

/700000000000
serialPort.addEventListener (this);
serialPort.notifyOnDataAvailable(true);

} catch (Exception e) {

System.err.println("error");
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