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Abstract of Bachelor’s Thesis - Academic Year 2012

Evaluation method for anonymity on Social Media:

Proposal and Implementation

In the recent years, the usage of the social media by general users are on the move,
and the number of personal pages where the users can send information are increasing.
At the same time, flaming incidents that collect explosive attention is happening, which
are triggered by misconduct events. From this background, while many leaders spark
up caution for the treatment of personal pages, the user-friendliness of the social media
prevents the flaming incidents from comming to an end. To solve these problems, the
high risks of exposing personal information on the personal page needs to be revealed.

In this thesis, the example analysis is preformed on the examples focusing on personal
information from public institution and private companies. By evaluating the anonymity
on the personal page, the hidden risk is clarified.

There are mainly 3 methods that this thesis proposes. First, the uniqueness of the
keywords used in the profile section of the personal page was investigated, focusing on
the users using the same social media. Secondly, the information that the user is sending
from the free space of the personal page is put through the morphological analysis. Out
of the words that are frequently used, the words which characterises the user is extracted.
Thirdly, using by the extracted words about the user, a retrieval is tested on other social
medias to find the personal pages of the same user. The page becomes linked and checked
if there is a true relation.

The results from the experiments using the 3 methods showed that the identification of
a specific user can be easily done from the personal page of the social media. From this
result, by actualizing the hidden risks, the guideline of how to deal with social media is
created, and was a success.

Keywords :
1. Social Media, 2. Privacy, 3. Personal Data, 4. Anonymity, 5. Internet

Keio University, Faculty of Environment and Information Studies

Remon Arima
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